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ANNE: Arthur Is perfectly unconscious.  He thinks Violet

is as much in love with him as he is with her.   You

couldn't be so cruel as to hint anything to him.
CHRISTINA: How you adore him, Anne!  You may set your

mind at test. I'm not going to say a word to Arthur.

I'm going to speak to Violet.
ANNE: [Frightened.] What are you going to say?
CHRISTINA: I'm going to ask her to do all she can to persuade

Arthur to give Henry the job.   And then Ronny can

go to Paris.

ANNE: You're not going to tell her you know?
CHRISTINA: {Deliberately.} If it's necessary she must make

Ronny refuse the appointment.   He must invent some

excuse that Arthur will accept.
ANNE: But it's blackmail.
CHRISTINA: I don't care what it Is.

[VIOLET   comes   in.    She   wears   an   afternoon gown*
picturesque and simple., yet elegant enough for the visit
she has been paying.  She has a large bat^ which she
presently removes.
ANNE: Here is Violet.

VIOLET: Oh, you poor people, haven't you had any tea?
ANNE: I thought we'd wait till you came back.  It'll come

at once now.
VIOLET: How are you3 Christina?   How is Henry?   [They

kiss one another^ I've not seen him for days.
CHRISTINA: He's coming to fetch me presently.
VIOLET: I shall tell him he neglects me. He's the only one

of my in-laws I'm not a little afraid of.
CHRISTINA: He's a good boy.
VIOLET: He has a good mother. I thought it would be such

fun having a nephew several years older than myself,

but he won't treat me as an aunt. He will call me Violet.

I tell him he ought to be more respectful.